FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Kingston, Ontario - April 29, 2009

Save the Prison Farms – National Day of Action, April 30

Time to crank up the pressure on the federal government to reverse its decision to close Canada’s six prison farms!  

The farms help make the prison system self-reliant.  Inmates in the prison farm program develop personal and employment skills that can be applied to any job; as well, they gain rehabilitiation and self-confidence.  

Rather than being cut, the prison farm program should be revitalized and reoriented towards producing sustainable local food.  The loss of this highly productive farmland would be terribly shortsighted for the food security of people in the communities around the prisons.  In light of peak oil, climate change, water scarcity and a global population set to reach 8 billion by 2025, we will all need these farms.    

The National Farmers Union, the Frontenac Cattlemen’s Association and Urban Agriculture Kingston will take action this Thursday, April 30th at 1:00pm:

1. Demonstration on Parliament Hill in Ottawa -- Farmers will go to the Hill to meet with Liberal agriculture critic, Wayne Easter and get the attention of Minister of Public Safety Peter Van Loan, who holds the power to reverse this ill-advised decision to close the prison farms.  

2. Guerrilla Gardening at Frontenac Institution -- Gardeners will turn the soil and plant seeds in Frontenac prison farm fields off Bath Road.  This 800 acres of prime agricultural land is central to the future food security of our community.  Grow Food, Not Houses!

3. Roadside Barbecue at Pittsburgh Institution – Local burgers will be served to the public driving by the prison on Highway 15.   The Pittsburgh Institution abattoir is essential for local cattle farmers, the Kingston area’s supply of local beef, and the future of our sustainable local food system in Kingston and countryside.  Local Burgers are Better!

For more details on the issue, go to www.nfuontario.ca .

-30-

For more information please contact:

Dianne Dowling,

Vice President

NFU Local 316,

613-546- 0869, dowling@kos.net
